building operations were started. The corner stone of the main building was laid two years later, and on May 11, 1906, the Institute was formally opened. Since then it has proved its usefulness by the mass of research work that has been done within its walls, and to-day it stands as one of the most interesting scientific monuments in New York City.
To the visitor inspecting the Institute for the first time, the passage from the noise and bustle of the riverside avenues to the quiet seclusion of the laboratories is striking.
There is yet much to be done before the environ- 
